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human affairs is shown by its never occurring to these people
how far more true all this is of marriage; and the marriage vow
too is legally binding, which the other, in this country, is not.

March 2,

It is a common saying that the only true test of a person's
character is actions, There is much error in this. Actions, even
habitual ones, are as fallacious a test of character as any other.
A person's actions are often an indication not so much of what
the person is as of what he desires to be thought; or, in the case
of a better sort of persons, of what he desires to think himself.
Actions, no doubt, are the fittest test for the world at large,
because all they want to know of a man is the actions they may
expect from him. But to his intimates, who care about what he
is and not merely about what he does, the involuntary indications
of feeling and disposition are a much surer criterion of them than
voluntary acts.

March 3.

One of the things which most require to be written about, and
to be written much and well, is the perfect sufficiency of what is
called materialism in theory, to supply the scientific foundation of
idealism in feeling and practice.

March 4.

What is called morality in these times is a regulated sensuality;
in the same manner exactly as the love of gain is regulated by
the establishment of a law of property.

March 5.

Religion begins by being taken for granted j after a time, it is
elaborately proved; at last comes a time (the present) when the
whole effort is to induce people to let it alone,

March 6.

It is sometimes said that religion is the only preservative from
superstition; that unbelievers and unbelieving times are the most
indiscriminately credulous; " a godless Regent trembles at a star; "
the popular delusions (Mesmer, Cagliostro^ &c.) of the time pre-e most damning things
